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LHI Island Museum
A short history

by Chris Murray

LORD HOWE ISLAND
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In the mid 1970s, asmall group of Island residents led by Jim Dorman formed the Lord
Howe Island Historical Society to encourage the preservation of valuable artifacts,
photographs documents and collections relating to Lord Howe' s cultural and natural history.

In May 2003 Jim Dorman received the Order of AustraliaMedal for his dedication in establishing the first
museum and the successful rebuilding of this facility between 1998 and 2002. Jim passed away on Wednesday
2nd July 2003 and will be greatly missed.

As aresult of dedicated work by Jim and a voluntary committee, the first Museum was
opened in 1978 in abuilding generously provided by the local sub-branch of the R.S.L.,
which no longer needed a permanent hall. Owing to the continuing work of Jim and his
volunteers, the first Museum soon housed impressive displays of historical and environmental
material, open to visitors from 2.00pm to 4.00pm seven days per week.

However, by the early 1990s, it had become apparent that more space and a better designed
facility would enhance all aspects of the Museum'’ s operation. It was also recognised that a
chronic fragmentation of visitor information services on the Island could be overcome by
combining theexisting small visitor centre inside the Museum complex, providing better
resources, more information and extended hours of operation.

2 Work on the project commenced with the assistance of architect Mike
| Tomaszeski, and the involvement of the Lord Howe Island Board, the
local government authority. The Board provided a secure site for the

| new facility by establishing a special reserve dedicated for the
purposes of a Museum. Two plans were considered to be
unacceptable, but the third plan was approved in principle by the
Board in July, 1997.

At this point, fund raising for the new building received an extraordinary boost when the
C.E.O. of Clean Up Australia, lan Kiernan, agreed to act as fund-raising coordinator. A
specia Australian Tax Office registered Trust was established to source government funding
and private sponsorship. Since then, the Trust has received generous grants from:

The Commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage
The Australian Museum

The NSW State Ministry for the Arts

The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service

Environment Australia




e The NSW Premiers Department
e The Commonwealth Department of Transport and Regiona Services

In addition, as aresult of tireless efforts by lan Kiernan and Jim Dorman,
private sponsorship also produced some extraordinary financial donations
and also in-kind contribution of building materials. To date over
$1.000,000 in cash and kind has been raised to complete the building,
which was officially opened on the 17th February, 2002. Of this, some
$25,000 has been subscribed by the small community of 130 island
families, and the balance from mainland government and private sponsors. |

The new facility is an outstanding addition to the Island’ s cultural and
environmental heritage, and provides a significant boost to its economy. Its
role can be summarised as:

o Comprehensive information for visitors to the Island with
environmental displays about the World Heritage Environment.

o Centralised booking and reservation service for visitors for al local
environmental and historical tours.

o Historical displays going back to 1788 when the Island was discovered by HM S
Supply of the First Fleet and covering 166 years of continuous settlement since 1834.

o Learning and scientific centre holding valuable archives, photographs, records with a
reading/research room having computer facilities, photocopying and internet access.

e Anaudio-visua centre where interpretive video and slide presentations can be given
on adaily basis relating to the Island’ s unique history and environment - particularly
useful for wet weather entertainment when other activities are difficult.

e Asavenuefor special eventsfor visitors and residents including art, craft and
photographic exhibitions, book launchings, lectures and presentations by visiting
scientists and others.

e Workshop, conferencing and office facilities which assist with ‘in house' training
programs for local tour operators and hospitality industry employees.

« Information and booking service for prospective visitors to the Island from mainland
Australiaand oversesas.

e Outlet for merchandising of quality books, maps, souvenirs etc. providing a much
needed income stream for the Historical Society and Tourism Association which, are
now starting to benefit from this additional revenue.

e Itisanextraordinary asset to adl visitors and the Island community for years to come,
serving asamajor cultural focus and asset for residents and visitors alike.

lan Kiernan and lim Deorman




The Lord Howe Island M useum wishes to acknowledge financial
support from the following government departments and agencies.
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Museum Sponsors

Goods and Service donations Cash Donations
Australian Museum Broken Banyan
Amber Tiles Bryan Monkton
Anibou Chris, Margaret & Zoe Murray
Australian Air Express Col & Julian Shepherd
Boral Timber Connoisseur Tours
Chad Collyer Des & Betty Thompson
Canon Australia Dick Smith
Capella Lodge South Dr Bill Mayo
Compaq Dr Whistler
Corinthian Industries Edward & Moira Downes
CSR Bradford Insulation Gus Fay
Davco Constructions Harry Woolnough OAM
Dowmus Resource Recovery Helen Hall
Eastern Australia Airlines Helen & John Ross OAM
Fulton & Hogan Builders J M Miller & Sons .
Hager B & R Pty Ltd J_ack Shlck_& (_Zlndy Charlton Shick
HPM Industries Pty Ltd Jim & Mavis Fitzgerald

John Cook

Jensen Windows Pty Ltd L
John & Vicki Green

LHI Shipping Services

Lord Howe Island Board Kate Tankard
Melcann Pty Ltd Kay Cottee

Mistral International Larrups
ParburyTechnologies Pty Ltd Leanda Lei Pty Ltd
Pascol Paints Leon Fink

Les & Dulcie King
LHI Arts Council
Lisa & Allan Campbell

Pierlite Lighting
Pilkington Australia Pty Ltd Sydney

Polycure

Quantum Energy Lord Howe Island Courier Post
Rovert Pty Ltd Lord Howe Travellers

Smith Greenwood & Bennet Mark & Lauren Sumner
Sunstate Airlines (Qld) Max Shick & Julie Bretnall

Targetti Australia Pty Ltd Michael Watt




Tasman Insulation

Telstra

Tradelink Plumbing Supplies
Whirlpool (Aust) Pty Ltd
Winning Appliances

Yamba Shipping

In kind donations

Beachcomber Lodge
Capella Lodge

Cindy Charlton-Shick
George Hangay
Hideaway Apartments
Lisa Menke

Merle Lotzof

Tom & Phyl Price

Mrs Joan Grant

Nathans Valley Kentias
Ocean View Lodge

Peter Gray

Phillipa & Harvey Porter
Pinetrees Lodge

Pratt Foundation

Ragodi Pty Ltd (Paul Glaser)
Ray Fowler

Robyn & George Warner

Sir Ron Brierley

Somerset Apartments

Tony & Denise O'Gorman
Tony & Gail Cameron

Tony & Linda Seymour
Tony & Luella Grattan-Smith
Trader Nicks

Victoria Alexander

Wilf Hilder




